April 2013 Board of Aldermen Meeting

April 17, 2013


Minutes of April Meeting

Flint Hill Board of Alderman

Held on April 17 , 2013 @ 6:00 p.m.

Knight’s of Columbus Upper Level
Members present and absent:


Mayor Doug Wynn – present

Alderman Alan Carter – present


Alderwoman Jackie Jackson - present

Alderman David Schmidt – present 


Alderman Christopher Jacobsen – present 

City Attorney Matt Fairless
City Clerk Becky McCollum

City Engineer Tom Rothermich

The April 2013 Board of Aldermen meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
April 2, 2013 - Election results were certified.

Alderman Ward#1 Dave Schmidt and 
Alderwoman Ward#2 Alan Carter were sworn in by the City Clerk. 

1st Item: 
Pledge of Allegiance

2nd Item:
Meeting called to order, roll call, approval of minutes
Mayor Doug Wynn called the meeting to order. Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to approve the agenda. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.
A copy of the written March 17, 2013 regular minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Schmidt made a motion to approve the regular Board meeting minutes, from the March 17, 2013 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Jackson. The City Clerk reports 4 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the regular Board meeting stand approved on this day, April 17, 2013.

3rd Item:
Open Forum - none
4th Item
Bill 2013-05 Amendment to 2009 ICC Code

As previously discussed, the central  issue was the removal of all fire code requirement jurisdiction from the City Building Official inspection criteria for all building permits. The Bill 2013-05 had been introduced ad tabled at the March 17, 2013 Meeting.

After no further discussion, Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to remove the Bill 2013-05 from the table. That motion was seconded by Alderman Schmidt. The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Alderman  Jackson made a motion to read Bill 2013-05 in the short form for a first time. Alderman Jacobsen seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Bill 2013-05 was read in the short form for a first time.

          Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to read Bill 2013-05 in the short form for a second time with an amendment to the language of the bill that, in each of Sections 1, 2 and 3, the following language be added, “unless and until the Fire Protection District or other fire prevention organization with jurisdiction over the corporate boundaries of the City withdraws its jurisdiction and/or authority to enforce compliance.”  Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.
Bill 2013-05 was read in the short form for a second time.


There being no further discussion, Alderman  Jacobson made a motion to vote on Bill 2013-05.  Alderman Jackson seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.


Vote:


Alan Carter-yes


Jackie Jackson-yes

Dave Schmidt-yes


Chris Jacobsen-yes

Ordinance #2013-05 – Amendments to 2009 ICC Code
5th Item: 
Bill 2013-06 Liquor License Requirements


As previously discussed at the March Board Meeting, our liquor license application and requirements need to be updated to be compatible with county and state liquor regulations.


After no further discussion, Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to introduce the Bill 2013-06 on amending our liquor license application and requirements. That motion was seconded by Alderman Schmidt. The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.


Alderman  Jackson made a motion to read Bill 2013-06 in the short form for a first time. Alderman Carter seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Bill 2013-06 was read in the short form for a first time.


Alderman Jackson made a motion to read Bill 2013-06 in the short form for a second time. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Bill 2013-06 was read in the short form for a second time.


There being no further discussion, Alderman  Jacobson made a motion to vote on Bill 2013-06.  Alderman Jackson seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.


Vote:


Alan Carter-yes


Jackie Jackson-yes

Dave Schmidt-yes


Chris Jacobsen-yes

Ordinance #2013-06 – Liquor License Requirements
6th Item:
Flint Hill Country Estates- Steve Ridgway and Mike Lumia



Request for Return of Plat 2-40' Road Easement Dedicated to Flint Hill


Steve Ridgway and Mike Lumia, of the Flint Hill Country Estates, DLR Developers, had proposed a request, at the March Meeting to have the 40' 'road' easement, which was dedicated to the City, that runs along the rear (east side) of Flint Hill Country Estates Plat 2 returned 'back' to the subdivision. They believe it will never be any type of road, and " it is causing lot sales to fall thru on those remaining open lots in the subdivision. Mike Lumia said it was something that GBA forced the issue on, when under design and approval. DLR, as the subdivision developer, did not really ' want ' to have it as a road easement, when the subdivision Plat 2 was recorded in 2005. They, DLR, will plan on allowing it to be a utility easement, and will continue to maintain the land; as the City has never maintained that easement.

 
The 40' road easement, is approximately 1830 feet long, running lengthwise at the rear of the subdivision, along all of the 'rear' lots as recorded on Plat 2. (Most are vacant/unsold at this time.) It is a boundary to a large tract of acreage belonging to the Sachs family, that is not in the City limits. One design for the un-funded Mexico Rd corridor, was to be directed along that area. 

City Engineer Tom Rothermich was able to attend, and provide his comments and advice on this request. He stated there would be no benefit to the City to alter the easement and, from an engineering perspective, is unable to recommend it at this time.

 
There remains the possibility of extending/rerouting Mexico Road from the north point of Wentzville's recent Mexico Road upgrade north to Hwy P. Fort Zumwalt School District still owns adjoining ground and if they were to build, development along that corridor would likely increase. 

The current/existing easement, under discussion was likely done because of the Master Plan. The power point presentation made to the public when the Master Plan was updated shows new residential east of the City with access from the new arterial. 
Without the arterial, access becomes a problem. There is not a viable alternative and, if the City relinquished that easement, it would be much more difficult, and expensive, to acquire land and/or easements in the future should the project move forward. 


Tom Rothermich also relayed, that it is similar, although on a different scale, to what MoDOT and St Charles County had done for the Page extension in St Charles County. As properties were sold/developed, easements were acquired. This started years ago and, now that the extension is working it's way towards Hwy 40/I-64, there are few issues with land acquisition and possibly millions of dollars have been saved. 

As Mike Lumia and Steve Ridgway were not in attendance, the Board will not decide on the matter until the next Board Meeting on May 13.

7th Item:    
Engineering Report


The City Engineer, Tom Rothermich, updated the Board regarding his future meeting , as yet not scheduled, with Scott Lee, of the City of Wentzville. At this time, with the changes in personnel and City Administration, it does not appear to be a priority of the City of Wentzville to meet and discuss this with Flint Hill,  as represented by the City Engineer.


The Board maintains it position that the proposed, (increased,) Wentzville base rate includes the cost of billing and administration and maintaining and improving the Wentzville wastewater lines; those charges do not apply to the City of Flint Hill. Only the charges of actual wastewater treatment for the residents of Flint Hill should be applied.
The City Engineer will continue to attempt to meet with Wentzville and keep the Board apprised.


City Engineer updated the Board on a few upcoming projects including a sub-divide of a 3 acre Grothe Rd tract owned by George Dickherber and Jim Peanick. Also a future request for a new home after the subdivide, may involve a request for the re-locating of the lift station onsite, at the expense of the property owners. A separate property issue is notification to the City for a culvert and fill, of a low lying water/old pond site.

A suggestion was made concerning the structural issues on the old Feldewerth property, and the maintaining of older vacant structures in Flint Hill. Bob Barclay will be contacted by the City Clerk to describe how other cities in the area handle older vacant properties. There is no need for a new occupancy requirement as in other cities such as Ofallon, with each change in tenancy. But a consideration for properties which have been foreclosed and/or vacant for a period of 2 years or longer, may be in order.
8th Item:
Sewer Updates

The City has 161 users currently with outstanding accounts, totaling $3736.96.  
Recent and near future shut-offs are clearing outstanding accounts. The City Clerk had previously attended small claims court, on January 31 and a judgment was awarded to the City for the amount owed of $3,227.46. A letter was sent from Hazelwood-Weber, LLC to Mr. Ostmann explaining the collection process, and the amount due immediately.  If that generates no response, then collection efforts including  of the service of a garnishment or a levy, as detailed by the City Attorney Matt Fairless.

The 2265 Mette Rd former Widaman property has sold and the unpaid balance paid by the title company in the amount of $1132, owed to the City Wastewater Fund.

As of March, 2012, the City of Wentzville continues to charges Flint Hill a rate of $29.00 per user, an increase from the previous $25.00 rate. Our monthly payment is now $4669. instead of $4025. 
9th Item:
Communications from the Mayor - none
10th Item:
Communications from the Board of Aldermen 

Alderman Dave Schmidt commented on the poor quality of snow removal work being done on our streets by the County. The Mayor and other Aldermen believe that our community is not given a high priority. The City Clerk will contact Joe Cronin, and also asked the Board members to do the same. 

Alderman Alan Carter has again volunteered his time and labor to repair and upgrade the City owned fencing around the Rufkahr property lift station. He will be connecting with City Engineer Tom Rothermich to verify electric lines for that lift 

station. The City thanks Alan for his offer of help and hard work on the City's behalf, and will reimburse him for any costs out of pocket associated with the project.

11th Item:
Communication from the City Attorney 

City Attorney Matt Fairless provided the Board with a packet of information which will be attached/filed in the City Board Meeting minutes.

Included was information on a potential bond and financing tax opportunity to gain funds for new development and infrastructure of our Downtown. Also updates concerning election costs for this possible election. This issue will  be further discussed at the May Board Meeting on May 13.
12th Item:         Clerk’s report

*  
    The next scheduled Board meeting would be on Monday, May 13.     
      *
    The Mayor had contacted the Wentzville Fire Protection District previously in 
  
    regards to the City being interested in future years if the Fire Dist property on 

    Mette Rd. would be sold by the department. The Fire District Chief Bornhop 

    relayed to Mayor Doug Wynn that a first option to purchase should be no 

    problem. The Board agreed that this should be addressed as soon as possible, 
 
    with some type of commitment letter, to include a first right of refusal. The 
    
    City Attorney will begin this process.
      *
    A copy of the Pulaski CDARS statement of maturing accounts was provided to 
 
    the Board, for a motion for rate of renewal interest rate term. Alderman Jackson             
    made a motion to renew the CDAR rate of  0.24% at the 1 year term for  
 
    each account.    Alderman Jacobsen seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 
    4 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
      *        The potential new grant writer for the City Sarah McCabe will be submitting 

    her salary proposal for the next Board Meeting in May.
 
  
                           
13th Item:
Approval of the Monthly Bills


Alderman Jacksonmade a motion to approve payment of the General Fund bills in the total amount of $-7615.52, per the General Fund Account Report as provided to the Board. This total also included April payroll in the amount of $2026.12 and the Waste Water Fund bills in the amount of -$1168.29. Alderman Jacobsen seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 4 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
14th Item:        
Closed Session - none
             . 




15th Item:
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Jackson made a motion to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The city clerk reports 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca McCollum

City Clerk
