May 2013 Board of Aldermen Meeting

May 13, 2013


Minutes of May Meeting

Flint Hill Board of Alderman

Held on May 13 , 2013 @ 6:00 p.m.

Knight’s of Columbus Upper Level
Members present and absent:


Mayor Doug Wynn – present

Alderman Alan Carter – excused

Alderwoman Jackie Jackson - present

Alderman David Schmidt – present 


Alderman Christopher Jacobsen – present 

City Attorney Matt Fairless
City Clerk Becky McCollum

City Engineer Tom Rothermich

The May 2013 Board of Aldermen meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
1st Item: 
Pledge of Allegiance

2nd Item:
Meeting called to order, roll call, approval of minutes
Mayor Doug Wynn called the meeting to order. Alderman Jackson made a motion to approve the agenda, with changes. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.
A copy of the written April 18, 2013 regular minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Schmidt made a motion to approve the regular Board meeting minutes, from the April 18, 2013 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Jackson. The City Clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the regular Board meeting stand approved on this day, May 13, 2013.

3rd Item:
Open Forum - none
4th Item
Resolution 165: Telecommunication Tower Legislation

The City Clerk received an email from Joe Cronin regarding Board support for a 

resolution regarding opposition to passage of Senate Bill 241 and House Bill 345 now before the MO General Assembly. This bill would limit the power of local government to adopt and apply zoning ordinances relating to telecommunication towers.


Alderman Jackson made a motion for the City of Flint Hill to adopt the Resolution 165 in support of the St. Charles County Council regarding opposition to Senate Bill 241 and House Bill 245. The motion was seconded by Alderman Jacobsen.

The city clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes.

5th Item: 
Sarah McCabe: Grant Writer Proposal

Sarah McCabe emailed the City Clerk and was unable to attend the meeting. She apologized and emailed preliminary salary requirements on her grant writing compensation proposal to the Board. Her background includes a degree in social work and she currently works for the federal government for Veteran's Affairs. She expressed continued interest in writing grants for the City.

Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to table this grant writing proposal until Sarah McCabe, could attend at the June 18th Board Meeting. The  motion was seconded by Alderman Schmidt. The city clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes.

6th Item:
Compton Fireworks Conditional Use Permit Approval

The Board discussed the renewal application fee of $4000.00 and the permit that had been received from Compton Fireworks to open their fireworks stand at 2222 Hwy 61/N. Service Rd. This is the same location as in previous years and all required building permits and approvals will be obtained through Wentzville Fire Protection District. Our Building Official Bob Barclay and City Engineer Tom Rothermich have stated that the inspections by Wentzville Fire Protection District are more than adequate, and he would 

be duplicating their efforts. The Board agreed that the fire district inspections would stand as the sole set of inspections for all fireworks permits.


Alderman  Schmidt made a motion to renew the conditional use permit for Compton Fireworks Stand, on the Josh Driscoll owned property ‘The Sandbox,’ utilizing the same location and layout for the 2013 season. Alderman  Jackson seconded the motion. The vote is reported as 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.

7th Item:
Flint Hill Country Estates- Steve Ridgway and Mike Lumia



1) Request for Return of Plat 2-40' Road Easement Dedicated to Flint Hill


Steve Ridgway and Mike Lumia, of the Flint Hill Country Estates, DLR Developers, appeared before the Board, after their initial March meeting request. They are continuing to propose a request to have the 40' 'road' easement, which was dedicated to the City, that runs along the rear (east side) of Flint Hill Country Estates Plat 2 returned 'back' to the subdivision. They believe it will never be any type of road, and " it is causing lot sales to fall thru on those remaining open lots in the subdivision. Mike Lumia said it was something that GBA forced the issue on, when under design and approval. DLR, as the subdivision developer, did not really ' want ' to have it as a road easement, when the subdivision Plat 2 was recorded in 2005. They, DLR, will plan on allowing it to be a utility easement, and will continue to maintain the land; as the City has never maintained that easement.

 
The 40' road easement, is approximately 1830 feet long, running lengthwise at the rear of the subdivision, along all of the 'rear' lots as recorded on Plat 2. (Most are vacant/unsold at this time.) It is a boundary to a large tract of acreage belonging to the Sachs family, that is not in the City limits. One design for the un-funded Mexico Rd corridor, was to be directed along that area. 


According to City Engineer Tom Rothermich, there remains the possibility of the roadway being developed by the County, and this easement has value. If the County is agreeable, Tom Rothermich has spoken to all parties and proposes the following:
1)  For the County would agree for this road easement to be released by the City of 

     Flint Hill; if this would not effect the proposed roadway.

2)  For DLR Developers, to then present, to Planning and Zoning Commission, a   

     new Flint Hill Country Estates Plat 2, for approval recommendation. This would 

     include  this 'returned' road easement re-surveyed to connect and add land to all rear-  

     facing and affected lots in FHCE subdivision.
3)  After Planning and Zoning Commission review and recommendation, the Board

     will review for approval; of this road easement release to FHCE lot owners.

4)  In exchange of the consideration of property value, Mr. Dickherber will agree to a     

     petition for voluntary annexation of his 42 acre parcel lying directly southeast along   

     Mexico Rd.


After discussion, the Board believed this would be an acceptable, fair and agreeable solution for all parties. Alderman Jacobsen made a motion for DLR to submit a revised Flint Hill Country Estates Plat 2 with a boundary adjustment reverting the 40' wide dedication strip of land back to the actual lot owners. This motion is then contingent upon City Engineer Tom Rothermich gaining confirmation from St. Charles County Transportation/Road Board for future Mexico Rd planning. Secondly, this motion would include the voluntary petition for annexation of the Dickherber 42 acre property along Mexico Rd. The motion was seconded by Alderman Schmidt. The vote is reported as 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.


The City Clerk will work with the City Engineer and City Attorney to schedule a Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting for early June, and to remain in contact with DLR for scheduling purposes. The Mayor thanked City Engineer Tom Rothermich for all of his work on negotiating a fair settlement.


2) Grass Height Waiver for 2013 for Flint Hill Country Estates

Mr. Lumia requested the re-issue of the special waiver, with a once annual hay-baling of the 23 acre/unsold lots. The further stipulations will be that the grass areas will be cut/hay-baled when the grass is between 24" and no higher than 30"; no later than 
May 30th annually. DLR Development will request this annually and receive permission from the Board of Aldermen. Furthermore, DLR will maintain the surrounding 20' perimeter of the 23 acres, to the required height of 10", so as to maintain all adjacent properties with residences and all areas with boundaries on the existing roads in Flint Hill Country Estates Subdivision. Mike Lumia mentioned that unusually heavy spring rains may delay the cutting, and was reassured by the Mayor and Board that it would not be a problem.
Alderman                      made a motion to approve the grass height waiver/hay baling allowance for Flint Hill Country Estates, as originally approved in June 2012. The motion was seconded by Alderman             . The City Clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. 

8th Item:    
Engineering Report


The City Engineer, Tom Rothermich, updated the Board regarding his future meeting , on June 5th with Scott Lee, of the City of Wentzville. At this time, with the changes in personnel and City Administration, it does not appear to be a priority of the City of Wentzville to meet and discuss this with Flint Hill,  as represented by the City Engineer.


The Board maintains it position that the proposed, (increased,) Wentzville base rate includes the cost of billing and administration and maintaining and improving the Wentzville wastewater lines; those charges do not apply to the City of Flint Hill. Only the charges of actual wastewater treatment for the residents of Flint Hill should be applied.
The City Engineer will continue to attempt to meet with Wentzville and keep the Board apprised.

9th Item:
Sewer Updates

The City has 161 users currently with outstanding accounts, totaling $3971.95.  
A letter was sent from Hazelwood-Weber, LLC to Mr. Ostmann, of 2201 Mette Rd. explaining the collection process, and the amount due immediately.  If that generates no response, then collection efforts including  of the service of a garnishment or a levy, as detailed by the City Attorney Matt Fairless. The Board supports total collection efforts for this large outstanding account.

Work has been ongoing by our diesel mechanics, after a locksmith created new keys at the two lift stations of Town and Country and Jessie Ct. It appears that the battery was stolen from the Jessie Ct. location, sometime after the Ofallon Sewer maintenance. After work is done, there will be new locks on the fuel tanks and the batteries. Per the City Engineer, the old diesel fuel needs to be pumped out, new batteries required, new fuel filters, and the alarm light needs to be set higher on the Jessie Ct station.

Also, the overgrowth of trees at the Town and Country lift station was out of control, with trees growing up thru the edges of the generators and electrical panels. The heavy trees and dead brush and growth will be cut and hauled away. This work is also being completed at the time of the meeting.

As of March, 2012, the City of Wentzville continues to charges Flint Hill a rate of $29.00 per user, an increase from the previous $25.00 rate. Our monthly payment is now $4669. instead of $4025. 
10th Item:
Communications from the Mayor - none
11th Item:
Communications from the Board of Aldermen 
12th Item:
Communication from the City Attorney 

City Attorney Matt Fairless provided the Board with a packet of information which will be attached/filed in the City Board Meeting minutes. One item for discussion is the Vacant Structure Occupancy permit. The Board discussed that this would be helpful, not for the usual change-over of tenants in an occupied rental home or apartment, for structures which have been vacant for a period of 2 years or more. The City Attorney will work on this bill for the June 18 Board Meeting.

As the City Clerk has been receiving calls and concerns on the hours issued for operation on the new liquor license application, further discussion ensued. The City Attorney had provided the Clerk with the MO State hours of operations, of businesses selling alcohol to be open until 1:30 a.m. As our recent Liquor License Ordinance 

2013-06 adjusted the hours of operation to be more limited, the Board plans on reviewing. The limited hours may be more appropriate for areas near residential districts, and for the Downtown Special District, with its future mixed usages. This will be on our June 18th Agenda for further review, and consideration.
13th Item:         Clerk’s report

*  
    The next scheduled Board meeting would be on Tuesday, June 18.    
  
                           
14th Item:
Approval of the Monthly Bills


Alderman Schmidt made a motion to approve payment of the General Fund bills in the total amount of $-3981.76, per the General Fund Account Report as provided to the Board. This total also included May payroll in the amount of $2026.12 and the Waste Water Fund bills in the amount of -$826.28. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 3 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
15th Item:        
Closed Session - none
             . 




16th Item:
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Jackson made a motion to adjourn at   Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The city clerk reports3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca McCollum

City Clerk
